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2016 SAT Scores Released  
 
SAT scores were released today for the graduating class of 2016.  The Surry County School 
System class of 2016 results show significant improvements in critical reading, mathematics, and 
writing scores as compared to previous cohorts. The district remains competitive with state and 
national averages based on information released by the College Board and the State Department 
of Public Instruction in Raleigh.  
The Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT) is a 3.5 hour test that measures critical reading and 
mathematical reasoning skills students have developed over time and skills they need to be 
successful academically. The test also measures students’ writing abilities through multiple 
choice grammar and usage and a written essay.  Many colleges and universities use the SAT as 
one indicator among others-class rank, high school GPA, extracurricular activities, personal 
essay, and teacher recommendations-of a student's readiness to do college-level work.  SAT 
scores are compared with the scores of other applicants, and the accepted scores at an institution, 
and can be used as a basis for awarding merit-based financial aid.  The SAT is scored on a scale 
of 200-800 in each of the three sections and is typically taken by high school juniors and seniors. 
The test is administered several times a year. 
The Surry County School System’s SAT scores have shown steady growth over time with a 15 
point increase in Critical Reading, a 15 point Mathematics increase, and a 19 point increase in 
Writing scores over the five-year period reported by the College Board. The overall mean 
Critical Reading score reported for the 2016 graduating class is 494, the mean Mathematics score 
is 525, and the mean Writing score is 470 with a combined mean score of 1489.  For the first 
time in several years, the school district also reports a slight increase in the percentage of 
graduating seniors taking the SAT, up 19% from the 2015 cohort.  
According to Dr. Jeff Tunstall, Assistant Superintendent for Student Services, two unique trends 
affect the participation rate and thus the overall scores. “This most recent graduating cohort of 
students continued to benefit from the Career and College Promise and from North Carolina 
administering the ACT at no cost to students. Since most colleges requiring a college placement 
test accept either the SAT or the ACT, I believe many of our graduates continue to chose not to 
take the SAT as an additional test. Also, with the growth of the Career and College Promise 
program, many of our highest achieving students, who once would have taken a college 



placement test, are now leaving high school with enough college credits to enter college as 
transfer students.”  
Superintendent Travis L. Reeves added, “I  am proud of our students and their efforts on the 
SAT, and I am proud of the schools for providing an environment that promotes a college-going 
culture and career readiness. The new norm we are creating for next generation high school 
students is not just a high school diploma, but also earned college credits and college credentials. 
We recognize that K-12 education is a catalyst for economic development in our communities 
and our county as a whole. We believe our students should understand and see that their 
education is relevant to a successful life beyond Surry County Schools. This college-going and 
career-ready culture is evidenced by the 3109 college credits earned last year by our students.” 
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