
Absher/Moxley Memorial Scholarship 
Class of 2017 

 
By completing this application, you will be considered for the Absher/Moxley Memorial 

Scholarship.  This scholarship was established through the Surry County Schools Educational 
Foundation in 2011.  The Absher/Moxley Memorial Scholarship is named for two brothers that lost 
their young lives within a four-year period, due to the adverse effects of prescription drug 
addiction.  Matthew Absher and Brandon Moxley were both deeply beloved by many:  their loving 
family, friends, and Alleghany High School classmates.  This memorial scholarship is being 
established as a gift to educate and help prevent prescription drug abuse among students in Surry 
County Schools 
 

 The scholarship application may be printed or handwritten (legible!) in ink.  Check spelling 
and fill in all the blanks.  Be sure to follow instructions.  If you do not follow instructions, your 
application will not be considered.   
 

You will notice that you are instructed to write a letter to be included with your application 
packet.   It would be a good idea to ask an English teacher to review the letter before you submit 
it.  Remember you are competing with your classmates for these scholarships. Neatness, spelling 
and deadlines do count! 

 
 
 
 

 
COMPLETED APPLICATION PACKETS ARE DUE IN THE GUIDANCE OFFICE  

BY  
TUESDAY, MAY 2, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Post Office Box 364 
Dobson, NC  27017 

336-386-8211 ext. 121 
www.scsfoundation.org 

 

http://www.scsfoundation.org/


ABSHER/MOXLEY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

Student Name:__________________________________________________________________ 
LAST     FIRST     MIDDLE 
 

Male _____ Female _____ Date of Birth ____________________________________ 

Street Address/PO Box____________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________ 

Father’s Name __________________________________________________________________ 

Father’s Place of Employment _____________________________________________________ 

Mother’s Name _________________________________________________________________ 

Mother’s Place of Employment ____________________________________________________ 

Number of family members in your household ___ Number enrolled in college next year ___ 

I primarily live with my:   Father _____ Mother _____ Both ______ 

Please list sources of income (other than employment listed above) and amounts, including Social Security,  
Child Support, etc. ________________________________________________ 
 
Name(s) of colleges or universities where you have been accepted: (Please attach a copy of your 
acceptance letter) _______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

College Major/Future Plans: _______________________________________________________ 

Please list college scholarships you have received and amounts: ___________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Checklist: 
____ Copy of most recent Income Tax Return - Pages 1 and 2 
____ Completed application (all questions answered) 
____ Activities and Honors (including high school volunteer hours) 
____ Letter explaining need, special family circumstances, future plans 
____ Essay(DO NOT put your name on the essay.) 
Are you a descendant of Ethel Moxley? ____yes ____no 
 
(To be completed by the Guidance Office) SAT Scores________ Class Rank ______ GPA _____ 

Name __________________________________________________ Date Received __________ 



Absher/Moxley Memorial Scholarship 
Named for Matthew Absher and Brandon Moxley 

 
The Absher/Moxley Memorial Scholarship is named for two brothers that lost their young lives  
within a four-year period, due to the adverse effects of prescription drug addiction.  Matthew  
Absher and Brandon Moxley were both deeply beloved by many: their loving family, friends,  
and Alleghany High School classmates. These two untimely deaths are an extreme loss for our  
entire community.   
 
The two young men’s Uncle Frankie Andrews, Mother Diane Andrews, and Sister Tonya Moxley,  
desire to use this memorial scholarship as a gift to educate and help prevent Alleghany’s youth  
from following the same travesty as his nephews.  Frankie Andrews generously initiated this  
scholarship for the purpose of asking Alleghany High School Seniors to express their thoughts on  
the perilous path of prescription drug abuse.  
 

Amount of Scholarship:  One senior will be awarded a scholarship of $500. 
 
Requirements:   
1. Write a one-page essay on the adverse effects of prescription drug addiction regarding: 

a. the addict,  
b. the addict’s family, and  
c. the addict’s friends.  
 

2. Record the above written essay as an oral presentation to be played on the Surry County Schools 
YouTube channel.   

 
3. Applications will be due as required by your school’s Guidance Counselor.    
 
4. The deadline for the written essay is TUESDAY, MAY 2, 2017. 
 
The judges for the recipient of this scholarship will be chosen by a selected committee formed by the Surry 
County Schools Educational Foundation. 
 
Name ______________________________________________________________________ 
  First Name    Middle Name     Last Name 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Street Address 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
City     State      Zip Code 
 
Daytime Telephone Number ____________________________ 
 
Please sign and date this application and return to your school’s Guidance Counselor. 
 
Signature: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 



The Absher/Moxley Family Story 
 

My name is Frankie Andrews, my sister’s name, who many of you may know, is Diane Andrews. 
 
I would love to have the opportunity to talk with you about something very near and dear to my  
heart.  In 1986 I was introduced to drugs, not introduced in the way some may think, by taking  
them, but by the effects the drug user has on a family. 
 
Growing up, I have always been an avid sports fan and my passion for my teams is like nothing  
I could ever put into words.  Being from Maryland, I was and still am, an avid Maryland Terrapin  
fan. 
 
The year as I stated above was 1986, one of the greatest if not the greatest, Maryland basketball  
player ever to put on a uniform was Len Bias.  He had just been drafted by the Boston Celtics and  
I was elated to see one of what I considered my own, do so well.  Only to wake up a couple of  
days later to find out Len Bias, had just died of what we later found out, was a cocaine overdose. 
 
I, like many other people, was devastated.  Although I was never one to do things like that, rest  
assured this most definitely scared me enough to never even be around it.  I thought at the time,  
how could his mother and father keep going on and I realized God had a plan for them.  
 
Lonise Bias, is one of the most vocal people out there on the war on drugs.  She has lectured all  
over the world on the effects drugs play on the person taking them and the families of the users. 
1986 Crack Cocaine was one of the drug problems many people faced from day to day. 
 
Here we are now, twenty-four years later, still having drug problems.  Crack Cocaine and Crystal  
Meth are just a couple of the problems out there; in my opinion, the real problem today is  
Prescription Medicine. 
 
Now allow me tell you of a story of someone who has endured enough pain to last ten life times,  
my sister Diane.  She is my JOB.  For many of you who know the Bible you know JOB lost his  
seven sons and three daughters and endured a long time of suffering but in the end JOB stayed  
committed to God. 
 
Well, back to Diane.  She has three children, all who graduated from Alleghany High School. 
Matthew Absher, who played sports, made very decent grades and graduated.  He had a love for  
basketball like no other.  Mountain Dews and Pizza were his favorite foods.  As my sister Diane  
once wrote “He would have been happy to have those for Thanksgiving dinner.  I say those things  
to make you realize that he was a good kid and is human like all of us. 
 
Once out of high school, Matthew faced many of the same obstacles many of our young people  
today face and we all know them.  First, what am I going to do with my life, then there is the peer  
pressure from our so-called friends to party and then, some of them get introduced to drugs and  
someone will say to them try this drug; it will relax you or make you feel great. 
 



What starts out as something so innocent can end up as a travesty.  This happened to Matthew  
when he got out of school and faced many of the problems I stated above.  On August 22, 2006,  
I lost my nephew and watched my sister, Matthew’s Mother, Diane lose the life that she once  
knew. 
 
Matthew was first introduced to prescription drugs from a doctor and many times thereafter he  
continually would go to a doctor for what may have been a real problem only to have a doctor  
prescribe him some medicine to take the pain away.  Between that and his so-called friends he  
really faced an uphill battle.   For almost four years, I stood back and watched my sister Diane do 
the best she could do and always wanting to help her if I could.  
 
She still had her daughter Tonya Moxley, who also graduated from Alleghany High School, and  
her youngest son, Brandon Moxley.  
 
Brandon, as many of you know, was truly a bright light in many people’s bad days.  I am not sure  
I ever saw him when he wasn’t smiling.  Many of you may also remember him for his passion in  
wrestling.  I remember him for being the mischievous one who always tried to act innocent.  I also  
remember him for his willingness to help others, and I know where that came from.  His mother  
Diane has a heart as big as Sparta. 
 
I speak of Brandon now because in less than four years after Matthew had died of prescription  
drugs, Brandon died the same way. 
 
I know many of you on the outside think this could never happen to you.  Well, I am here to say it  
can!  Matthew and Brandon were both very good kids who just got mixed up in the wrong things. 
I never feel like our kids fail us, I always feel like we fail them.  As I stated at the start of this  
letter when Lonise Bias lost her son Len to cocaine, everyone and their brother was on the “say  
no to drugs band wagon.”  As time has gone by, I feel we as adults, have let this issue take a step  
back.  
 
I sit and watch my sister everyday feel the pain of losing two kids in less than four years to drugs  
and I no longer want to sit here and wait for something else to happen. 
 
The reason in writing this letter is that you will allow me, my sister, family, and community to  
start a Scholarship in the names of Matthew Absher and Brandon Moxley. 
 
I also feel that Matthew and Brandon, who always would try to help someone when help was  
needed, are saying let us help one more time.  I feel it is their way of saying please stay away  
from drugs. 
 
And like JOB my sister Diane is as committed to God today as she has ever been in her life. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
The Andrews, Absher, and Moxley Family 


